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The PONEMa Cana
Opering Discussion: Look 3 2im3p of e world b fhe
18005, prior 7o the buing of rairoads, pegple would ravel
from fhe East Goast To e West Coast by boat They would
fve to Travel all the way around South America 1o reach
1he orter side of the couniry, How fong do you Thnk hat
Took? Was that an efficent way To fraveld

I 1901 Dregident Mckinley was assassinated Theodore
Roosevelf refurned fo the United Stafes af fer the war and
became oresident from 1901 1o 190 Presiden Roosevelt
bhelleved That raveing around South America fo shi peaple
0d goods fo the West Coast was ureasonable He decited
fhat we needed o Dulc 4 canal ihat would Ik The Pacie
6 Atlantic Oceans and save shing he lengimy, and cosly
frip around the southern p of South Armerica

[he eagiest piace o buid This was af 1he namowes:
noit in Central America. This poin was The 1stamus of
Danama. B isthmug 15 4 Slim i of land That hag sea on
%M@_, side and forms a Tk befween Two larger pieces of
and.

Damama was 2 03T of the South fmertcan couniry of
Colombia. Roosevelt aftempted fo purchase the and from
the Colomblan government but they would nof selTt
RoosevelT then came up with another plan. He Tolg 1he
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neople of Panama that he would help them ger Thefr
ndependence If they would sell im the land. Once They
hgd their indenendence, Panama agreed o sel the land To
the imfed States. The Panama Canal could now be DUt
Bulding the canai Turned out 1o 0 2 ong, arcuoLs,
hazardous, and expensive fask. tholgh It fook about 10
years to complefe. BT one poinf, construction on he cand
siopped and the LS. had fo Toke over Many of ffe
WOrKers gof sick In the process of buliding 1. Some even
qof sick with malaria ancyellow fever The workers nad o
ot through Jungles and swamps fo et the job done and
they came across rmar Gangerous craafures, inchidng
rafs that carried the Cuboric plague. In addliion. there
were rougly 30 milion pounds of explosives That ned 1o
be defonated. Aoproximately o.600 neople died during e
IS, construciion of the candl. When The eafire process
was finshed. the project had cost $10 milion To complete
I Qugust of 101 he Pancma Canal was finally fishec.
While 1t Took about & to 0 hours to travel Through the
canal, i wias 2 fraction of he Time ships had once speni
fravalng round Soith Fmerica. The canal uses locks fo
move bogts from one level 1o the nexd. I order 1o pass,
boafs pay 4 Toll based on 1 SV cargo space or weight
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