Main Idea Elevation and climate affect where
people live and how they use the land.
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EHR ah tem PLAH dah) elevation zone.
The cool, dry elevations of the Andes are
called tierra fria (FREE ah), or cold land.

Further up in the Andes, a very high
and cold elevation range is called tierra
helada (he LAH dah), or frozen land. At
the other extreme, the hot and humid
Amazon River Basin is tierra caliente (kay
YEN tay), or hot land.

Using the Land

Elevation and climate determine how
people use the land. Rain is scarce at
high elevations in the mountains and
highlands of the continent. Some farmers
in the Andes herd animals and grow
only enough food for their families. This
is called subsistence farming. However,
others have become part of the global
economy, selling wool to European and
other manufacturers.

o 500 1000Miles /

" They are located in the tierra templada (tee

- One dot represents £__
T

& Coffee X
| wd Bananas i}
\, EP Cattle K3

\ §

B % il
@ Copper
| 5 Gold
&2 Siver

T oW
%

On the plains, higher rainfall provides
opportunities for ranching and profitable,
large-scale farming. Crops produced
at these lower elevations in the region
include tropical fruits, sugarcane, coffee,
corn, wheat, and soybeans.

Before You Move On
Make Inferences Why do people settle in areas
with moderate climates and low elevations?

1. interpret Charts According to the chart, in
what altitude zone do potatoes grow? Which
altitude zone experiences the most rainfall?

2. Draw Conclusions Based on the chart,
why do no substantial crops grow in the tierra
helada zone?

3. Human-Environment Interaction
According to the population density map,
where do most people in South America live?
Use the resources map to help you explain why
those areas have the most population.
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