Main Idea Central American rain forests are
an important economic resource for the region.

)

Central America’s rain forests cover a large
portion of the region. Countries in the
region are working to save rain forests and
EIOW economically at the same time.

The Importance of Rain Foresis

Central American rain forests have tall
irees with broad leaves, and grow in

" tropical areas with heavy rainfall. A

rain forest is an individual ecosystem, &
place where plants and animals rely on
the environment to survive. Mamny rare
specics make {heir homes in rain forests.
The quetzal (ket SAHIL), for example, is the
national symbol of Cuatemala. Tt makes a
nest in rain forest trees.
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Rain Forest Destruction

In the 1500s, rain forests covered most
of Central America. They thrived for
hundreds of years antil the 1900s, From
1090 to 2005, Nicaragua, Honduras,
Ctiatemala, and Fl Salvador lost 14 to

30 percent of their rain forest land.

There are several reasons for forest
logs, O deforestation. Many forests are
cleared for commercial farmland and for
grazing cattle to supply the beef industry.
Trees provide valuable timber, OT wood
for building. Rain forests are usually
located in Tural areas, where people use
the land to survive. Trees arc cut down for
firewood and for small farms. However,
rain forest soil is not very fertile, or able
to produce plentiful crops. Rural farmers
need to clear more land after nutrients in
the soil are used up. T he forests are being
cleared faster than they can reErow.

The Future

Many countries encourage rain forest
tourism. Tourism—the travel industry—
brings income to the region and provides
jobs s0 rural people do not need to depend
on rain forest land for farming. Certain
farming methods can also prevent further
damage to rain forests. Shade cotfee, for
example, Brows under the protection of
trees. This crop can grow ot the same
soil as other crops, such as beans. This
practice preserves soil quality.

Before You flove On

Make Inferences How do Central Ametica’s rain
forests contribute to the economy?




Visual Vocabulary Canopy refers to
the tops of trees that create a roof over
the rain forest. Many visitors take rain
forest canopy tours.

Critical Viewing A tourist ziplines
through the rain forest in Honduras.

A cable is strung at an angle between
two points, and the rider uses a pulley .
to “zip" from the top of the line to

the bottom. What would you see

by exploring the canopy of the rain
forest that would be different from
exploring at ground level?

1. Analyze Data Based on the percentages of
land covered by rain forest, in which country
would you expect rain forest tourism to be most
important? Explain your response.

. Create Graphs Using data shown on the map
in this lesson, make a bar graph showing the
percentage of forested land in Central American
countries. Which method of showing the data
do you find the most clear, and why?
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