Locating Places on a Map or a Globe

e
The Hemispheres

Another name for a round ball like a globe is Mapmakers sometimes divide the globe along
a sphere. The Equator, an imaginary line halfway an imaginary line that runs from North Pole to
between the North and South Poles, divides the South Pole. This line, called the Prime Meridian,
globe into two hemispheres. (The prefix hemi divides the globe into the Eastern and Western
means “half.”) Land and water south of the Hemispheres.
Equator are in the Southern Hemisphere. Land
and water north of the Equator are in the
Northern Hemisphere.
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A The Prime Meridian divides
the Eastern Hemisphere from
the Western Hemisphere.

Southern Hemisphere

A The Equator divides the
Northern Hemisphere from
the Southern Hemisphere.
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Parallels of Latitude
The Equator, at 0° latitude, is the starting place
for measuring latitude or distances north and
south. Most globes do not show every parallel
of latitude. They may show every 10, 20, or even
30 degrees.

g
The Global Grid

Two sets of lines cover most globes. One set
of lines runs parallel to the Equator. These lines,
including the Equator, are called parallels of
latitude. They are measured in degrees (°). One
degree of latitude represents a distance of about
70 miles (112 km). The Equator has a location of
0°. The other parallels of latitude tell the direction
and distance from the Equator to another location.

The second set of lines runs north and south.
These lines are called meridians of longitude.
Meridians show the degrees of longitude east or
west of the Prime Meridian, which is located at
0°. A meridian of longitude tells the direction and
distance from the Prime Meridian to another loca-
tion. Unlike parallels, meridians are not the same
distance apart everywhere on the globe.

Together the pattern of parallels of latitude
and meridians of longitude is called the global
grid. Using the lines of latitude and longitude, you
can locate any place on Earth. For example, the
location of 30° north latitude and 90° west longi-
tude is usually written as 30°N, 90°W. Only one
place on Earth has these coordinates—the city of
New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana.
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Meridians of Longitude
The Prime Meridian, at 0° longitude, runs from
pole to pole through Greenwich, England. It is
the starting place for measuring longitude or
distances east and west. Each meridian of longi-
tude meets its opposite longitude at the North
and South Poles.

South Pole

The Global Grid
By using lines of latitude and longitude, you
can give the absolute location of any place on
the Earth.

YOUR

LWORLD EXPLORER]
N

@ Which continents lie completely in the
Northern Hemisphere? The Western

Hemisphere?

Is there land or water at 20°S latitude
and the Prime Meridian? At the Equator
and 60°W longitude?
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