

Oneta Ridge Middle School


6th Grade Geography 
Mrs. Trolinger
Welcome to my class!  I am looking forward to getting to know all of my new students.  Please read over this syllabus and discuss it with your child.  

In sixth grade geography, we will focus on the five themes of geography, terminology, and the western hemisphere which includes North and South America.  I hope my students are ready for an exciting year.  
SUPPLIES:  (We would like students to have supplies by Mon, 8/21.)

Sixth grade is a big adjustment for students traveling from class to class each hour.  Organization is frequently a challenge.  In order to help with these changes, I am requesting the following supplies.  Most will be kept in my classroom.
· 1/2” 3-ring binder—keep in classroom for Bellwork
· Composition book—keep in classroom for Interactive Notebook
· 2 pocket folder with brads—collected at beginning of year for later research project
· 2 glue sticks—collected from students for class use
· Notebook paper (college rule)—collected from students for class use; NO SPIRAL PAPER!
· Pencils—mechanical or wood #2 pencils (student preference)—bring to class each day
· Hand held pencil sharpener—bring to class each day
**Additional supplies such as a tri-fold presentation board may be requested at a later time for projects.

Wish list:

Many of the activities we do require some unique supplies.  You may help by donating any of the following items.  All donations are greatly appreciated.
· Paper plates

· Bags of fun size Milky Way candy bars

· Colored copy paper or cardstock

· Individually wrapped candy for class incentives

· Fine point dry erase markers
· Facial tissues

· Baby wipes

· Clorox/Lysol wipes

· Copy paper—we use a lot of paper for our Interactive Notebooks
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

· We will follow the Four Cornerstones of Behavior for Oneta Ridge.
· Be a positive and engaged learner.

· Be responsible, prepared, and be where you need to be.

· Be respectful of yourself and others.

· Be caring, compassionate, and encouraging.

· When students enter the classroom, they will be expected to get their binders from the shelf and go to their seats to begin the Bellwork assignment.
· Passes (restroom, nurse, etc.) are to be used sparingly and at the discretion of the teacher.  Class time is for learning.  Students should use the restroom during passing periods; they may check in with Mrs. Trolinger before class to avoid being tardy.  Students will not be allowed to leave class during whole group instruction time.

· Students may bring clear water bottles to class (no glass bottles).  Gum is allowed as long as it does not become disruptive.  Food and candy are only allowed with permission of the teacher. 
· All phones and electronic devices should be silenced and placed out of site in students’ pockets or bags at the beginning of class.  Devices may be used for class assignments and/or to listen to music during independent work times (with headphones) at the discretion of the teacher.  
· If students bring backpacks to class, they must be placed under the desk at the students’ feet.  They may not hang from the back of chairs or block the aisle.  The use of string bags is strongly encouraged.

· Horseplay will not be tolerated.  This includes chasing others around the room between classes, taking/hiding other students’ possessions, etc.
· Students are not dismissed by the bell or the clock; they are dismissed by the teacher when all areas are neat and clean. (No paper, trash, books, etc.)

(continued on back)
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK:

All daily assignments are discussed in class.  Most students should be able to complete assignments in class. However, if a student does not finish an assignment during class, it may become homework.  Assignments are due the following day unless stated otherwise.  

· All work must be legible and completed in pencil or blue or black ink.  
· Spiral paper (with jagged edges) is not allowed.  If using paper from a spiral, it must have the spiral edge neatly removed along the perforated line.
· Students should write their first and LAST name on all assignments.
· Papers with no name will be treated as late work and may receive a reduced grade.  It is the student’s responsibility to claim any “no name” papers and turn them in for credit. 

· While collaboration is encouraged on many assignments, cheating/copying will not be tolerated and may result in a ZERO for any and all students involved.
LATE WORK:

Students should make every effort to turn in work on time.  The 6th grade team at ORMS has adopted the following late work policy:

· Late work may receive up to 30% off after due date.  
· After 2 weeks, assignment remains a zero unless completed in After School Detention (ASD), Friday Night School (FNS), Zeroes Aren’t Permitted (ZAP), or lunch detention.  Work completed in ASD, FNS, ZAP or lunch detention will receive a reduced grade.
ABSENT/MAKE-UP WORK:

· It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to check the make-up board and folders after an absence.  Work will not be given individually to the student.  Students should ask Mrs. Trolinger for clarification if they have questions.
· Students will receive two days for each day of absence to complete work assigned during the absence.  Work assigned before an absence will be due upon the student’s return to class.  No extensions of time will be given for long term assignments such as projects.
· Students will receive a zero for any absent work until the assignment is made up and turned in.
**If a student will be absent for several days due to severe illness, it is recommended that a parent/guardian contact the counseling office to request work for the student.

REWARD PARTIES:

ORMS holds grade level reward parties once each semester.  In order to be eligible to attend the reward party, students must meet the following criteria.

· No grades below 70%

· No office referrals (ex: detention, ISP, etc.)

· No more than 5 unexcused absences for the semester

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION:
· I have a website for my class: www.mrstrolinger.weebly.com. I try to keep the site updated on a daily basis with information from class activities.  You may find video links and PDF links for activities, worksheets, and lessons.  This is a great resource when students are absent.  It also comes in handy if students come home and realize they may have left a paper at school that they needed in order to complete an assignment. 

· I will periodically send an e-mail newsletter, Trolinger Times.  This will give you updates on what we are studying in class, upcoming events, and other class information.  This will be sent using the e-mail address you provided during registration.
· E-mail is the easiest and fastest way to communicate with individual parents.  You may contact me at drtrolinger@baschools.org.

· Phone calls:  I have 2nd hour plan this year.  My plan time will be 9:54-10:44.  You may call during this time or before and after school.  Please understand that we frequently have duties and meetings both before and after school or during plan time.  If I am not available, please leave a message, and I will return your call as soon as possible.  Oneta Ridge’s phone number is 918-259-4360.
I am looking forward to a great year and hope you are too.  Welcome to 6th grade!
Mrs. Trolinger
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