Comparing Maps of Different Scale

H ere are three maps drawn to three dif-
ferent scales. The first map shows
Moscow’s location in the northeastern portion of
Russia. This map shows the greatest area—a
large section of northern Europe. It has the small-
est scale (1 inch = about 900 miles) and shows the
fewest details. This map can tell you what direc-
tion to travel to reach Moscow from Finland.
Find the red box on Map 1. It shows the whole
area covered by Map 2. Study Map 2. It gives a
closer look at the city of Moscow. It shows the fea-
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tures around the city, the city’s boundary, and the
general shape of the city. This map can help you
find your way from the airport to the center of
town.

Now find the red box on Map 2. This box
shows the area shown on Map 3. This map moves
you closer into the city. Like the zoom on a com-
puter or camera, Map 3 shows the smallest area
but has the greatest detail. This map has the
largest scale (1 inch = about 0.8 miles). This is the
map to use to explore downtown Moscow.
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o Which map would be best for finding the location

of Red Square? Why?

@ Which map best shows Moscow’s location

relative to Poland? Explain.

Which map best shows the area immediately

surrounding the city?
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